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"Our mission is to bring the good news of Jesus Christ's love to our entire community through
traditional Anglo-Catholic worship, fellowship, outreach, and Christian formation."

Our Vision: “We strive to be a haven of healing, reconciliation, joy and peace in service to our wider
community and beyond, so that our example in prayer and practice may reflect Christ’s love for us all.

THIS SUNDAY —December 11 & Beyond
Joyful Patient Wait

WAITING IN JOYFUL HOPE

It probably strikes you as odd
that there may be anything
joyful in waiting. This world of
ours has accustomed us so
much to impatience, to getting

things done ASAP, that we

feel uneasy and even angry when there is a need to be patient and wait.

Long waits look like a waste of time to most of us. Time is money as the well-known
slogan has it. When it comes to making money, this may be true in most cases, but
when it comes to God’s Kingdom, things need to be considered from a totally different
perspective.

In this Sunday’s first reading in our lectionary, we have a text from the Prophet Isaiah
(Isaiah 35: 1-10) in which the idea of joy appears eight times in different ways, all in
reference to the coming of a time of restoration, justice, harmony, and great gladness
to which the Prophet was pointing in his time.



It is clear that the Prophet was not referring to the time he and the people were living
at that moment. Brokenness, injustice, great inequity, and all sorts of evils were to be
found wherever the Prophet and his fellow citizens looked. But it was his total
conviction that this joyful time would come because the wait was on God’s promised
time, and God never deceives.

Centuries have gone by, the new era has already been inaugurated by Christ’s coming
to the world, but the total fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy of a kingdom of fullness in
God’s love and life is still to come.

Does this prove the Prophet wrong by any means? Absolutely not. It simply reminds
us that God’s time of fulfillment is not our time and is certainly not compatible with
our impatience. It is, however, the most joyful of all times, because it waits in the Lord’s
sure promise of total redemption and complete fullness of life.

In his letter, the Apostle James in chapter 5 encourages his readers to be patient until
the coming of the Lord, and makes a comparison with the way a farmer waits for the
precious crops of the earth, “being patient until it receives the early and the late rains.”
Surely the farmer awaits these crops with great joy, and with assurance that this will
normally be the outcome.

The farmer knows from experience that there is nothing he can do to get the crops more
speedily. If he tries to get them before due time, he will only get half-formed crops that
will be good for nothing.

Waiting patiently is a virtue that is not easy to attain, especially not in the times we
are living. For some people it may come more naturally than for others. But waiting
patiently must not be confused with quietism or sloth.

James, the very writer who insists on the importance of waiting and puts the patience
of the prophets as an example, is well-known for being the New Testament writer who
makes it clear that fruits of good works must necessarily accompany the true faith of
believers.

Even in this chapter where he insists on patient wait, he encourages his readers to
strengthen their hearts, and that is a goal that requires really active inner work!



Advent is the season of patient waiting, but not the season of inactivity. The readings
constantly remind us of the inner work of repentance that this preparatory time entails,
and of the fruits of good works that must show forth that we are prepared to receive
Our Lord in our lives. And it is certainly the season of rejoicing, because in God’s time

His Kingdom is at hand!

The Rev. Carlos Expésito

Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10 James 5:7-10 Psalm 146:4-9 Matthew 11:2-11

CALENDAR

Note: We continue worshipping in our historic church. The service will also be on
Zoom. The service time is 10am. Tuesday Noon Mass and Friday Morning Prayer are

held in All Saints’ St. Mary Chapel.

SUNDAY  The Third Sunday of Advent
10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church

Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org

Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org

Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children
Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am
Christian Formation Meets this Sunday at Noon. Topic: Communicating

with God  Rector’s Study
TUESDAY Noon Mass in St. Mary Chapel

THURSDAY Spanish Class 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the Flower Room. Taught by Fr.

Carlos Note: In recess during December.

FRIDAY  10:00am Morning Prayer in St. Mary Chapel
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SUNDAY The Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church

Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org
Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org
Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children
Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am

Christian Formation Meets next on Sunday, January 8. Topic:

Communicating with God  Rector’s Study

OUR CORE VALUES:

e Welcoming strangers like old friends

e Embracing the Anglo-Catholic tradition

e Being dependable members of a caring community
e Respecting each other's differences

e Being faithful stewards of God's gift

e Remembering that God loves everyone unconditionally

An Anglo-Catholic Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego
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